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           The University of Texas at El Paso 
The College of Education 

Teacher Education Department 
RED 5342 (23076)—spring 2015 

Formally: RED 5340  
 

Instructor:   Dr. Milagros Seda 
Email:    mseda@utep.edu 
Phone:   (915)747-5426 / (915) 747-7670  
Office:                                Educ.  310 D 
Office hours                    Rm 310D:  Tuesdays 11:00 am-12 noon; 1:30 pm-3:00 pm 

Online:    Thursdays 10:30 am-12 noon; 1:30-3:30; Fridays 5-7pm 

 
Course Title:    RED 5342: Content Literacy 
Course Credits:  3-0 
Prerequisites or Co-requisites:     None 
 
 

RED 5342 Content Literacy 

Methods and materials for developing maturity in reading and study skills, 

especially in the content areas from K-12. Special emphasis is given to the 

development of interest, the matching of students to proper materials, and 

instructional techniques for integrating the teaching of skills with the 

teaching of content… 

 
 
Course Objectives: 

The following objectives are taken from IRA, NCTE National Standards and SBEC Standards 
for Reading Specialists (EC-12). 
 
Through participation in this course students will: 
 

1. Apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate 
texts. This includes drawing on prior experience and interactions with other readers 
and writers. 

2. Conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by 
posing problems. In addition, gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of 
sources to communicate and demonstrate that the written product suits their 
purpose and intended audience.  

3. Apply appropriate strategies for addressing the literacy needs of various students 
who are struggling with content reading  

4. Construct a meaningful understanding of literacy in the content areas; 
5. Understand the importance of oral communication and become familiar with ways 

to foster listening and speaking skills of students (TExES Language Arts and Reading 
4-8 Standard I; TExES Language Arts and Reading 8-12 Standard VIII). 

mailto:mseda@utep.edu
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6. Develop an understanding of inquiry-based approaches to literacy teaching and 
learning (TExES Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Standard VI); 

7. Become familiar with the underlying principles of assessment and use a variety of 
assessment practices (TExES Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Standard VIII). 

8. Explore ways to work with students to become critical, empowered, and engaged 
readers and writers; 

9. Reflect on and use media and technology in meaningful ways to enhance learning 
(TExES Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Standard VII; TExES Language Arts and 
Reading 8-12 Standard IX); use a variety of technological and information resources 
(e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize 
information and to create and communicate knowledge.  

10. Understand that writing is a recursive, developmental, integrative, and ongoing 
process (TExES Language Arts and Reading 4-8 Standard V;  TExES Language Arts 
and Reading 8-12 Standard V, VI); 

 
REQUIRED Textbook: 

Alvermann, D., Gillis, V., & Phelps, S.  (2013). Content area reading and 
literacy:  Succeeding in today’s diverse classrooms(7th Ed.).  Pearson.  
ISBN: 978-0-13-268519-1 (MyEducationLab, optional) 

The following list of "Reading Resources for RED 5342" are suggested resource articles you may 
access. You should use the uteplibrary online to find any articles from this list that interest you or that 
are aligned with an assignment. You may also do a Google search using the main key words of the 

suggested resource articles. You do not have to access the article itself if it is not available. Instead 
you may find other articles that have similar content. 

 
Reading Resources for RED 5342 

Afflerbach, P. (2004).  Assessing adolescent reading.  In Jetton, T.L. and Dole, J.A. (Eds.), 
Adolescent Literacy Research and Practice (pp. 369-391). New York: Guilford. 

 
Allen, J. (2004).  Tools for teaching content literacy.  Portland, ME: Stenhouse.  Literacy 

Research and Practice (pp. 369-391). New York: Guilford. 
 
Allen, J. (2007).  Mastering the art of effective vocabulary instruction.  In Beers, K., Probst, 

R.E., and Rief, L. (Eds.), Adolescent literacy: Turning promise into practice (pp. 87-
104).  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

 
Alvermann, D. et al (2007).  Increasing vocabulary and conceptual growth.  In Content Area 

Reading and Literacy: Succeeding in Today's Diverse Classrooms (pp. 227-264).  
Boston: Pearson. 

 
Anders, Patricia L. and Guzzetti, B.J. (2005).  Content area literacy assessment.  Literacy 

Instruction in the Content Areas, Second Edition.  Mahweh, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
 
Au, K. (2006).  Discourses and literacy in the home and community.  In Multicultural issues 

and literacy achievement (pp. 37-54).  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 
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Aukerman, M. (2008).  In praise of wiggle room: Locating comprehension in unlikely places.  
LanguageArts, 86(1), 52-60.   

 
Barone, D. and Wright, T.E. (2008).  Literacy instruction with digital and media 

technologies.  The Reading Teacher, 62(4), 292-302. 
 

Bean, T.W.  (2003). Using young-adult literature to enhance comprehension in the content 
areas. 

Naperville, IL: Learning Point Associates.  Available at www.learningpt.org. 
 

Brisk, M.E. and Harrington, M.M. (2007).  Working effectively with bilingual students.  In 
Literacy and bilingualism: A handbook for all teachers, 2nd edition (pp. 15-47).  
Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

 
Center for Media Literacy (2008).  Literacy for the 21st Century (pp 7-15; 38-67).  Available at  

www.medialit.org.  
 

Cline, Z. and Necochea, J. (2003).  My mother never read to me.  Journal of Adolescent and 
Adult Literacy, 47(2), 122-129. 

 
Daniels, H. et al (2007).  Writing to learn.  In Daniels, H. et al. (Eds.),  Content-area writing: 

Every teacher’s guide (pp. 20-29).  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
 
Delpit, L. (2002).  No kinda sense.  In The skin that we speak (pp. 31-48).  New York: The New 

Press.   
 
Freire, P. (1987).  The importance of the act of reading.  In Freire, P. and Macedo, D. (Eds.), 

Literacy: Reading the word and the world (pp. 29-36).  South Hadley, MA: Bergin 
and Garvey.   

 
Gee, J. P. (1989).  Literacy, discourse, and linguistics: Introduction.  Journal of Education 

171(1), 5-17. 
 
Gomez, K. and Madda, C. (2005).  Vocabulary instruction for Latino students in the middle 

school science classroom.  Voices in the Middle, 13(1), 42-47.  
 
   

Ladson-Billings, G. (2000).  Reading between the lines and beyond the pages: A culturally 
relevantapproach to literacy teaching.  In Gallego, M. and Hollingsworth, S. (Eds.), 
What Counts as Literacy: Challenging the School Standard (pp. 139-150).  New York: 
Teachers College Press. 
 

Moje, E., and Speyer, J. (2008).  The reality of challenging texts in high school science and 
social studies: How teachers can mediate comprehension.  In Hinchman, K.A. and 
Sheridan-Thomas, H.K. (Eds.), Best practices in adolescent literacy instruction (pp. 
185-211).  New York: Guilford. 
 

Moll, L. and Dworin, J. (1996).  Biliteracy development in classrooms: social dynamics and 
cultural possibilities. 

 

http://www.learningpt.org/
http://www.medialit.org/
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Rosenblatt, L. (1982).  The literary transaction: Evocation and response.  Theory into 
practice, 21, 268-277. 

 
Ryan, P.M. (2000).  Esperanza Rising.  New York: Scholastic. 
 
Schoenbach, R. et al.  What is reading?  An excerpt from Reading for Understanding.  The 

Quarterly, 38-39. 
Seda, M.M. & Seda, C. M. (2009). Examining technology-based reading programs. National 

Social Science Association. Volume 32 #1. [refereed journal] 
 http://www.nssa.us/journals/2009-32-1-contents.htm 
 
Warschauer, M. (1999).  Introduction: Surveying the terrain of literacy.  In Electronic 
literacies: 

Language, culture, and power in online education (pp. 1-21).  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 
Erlbaum. 

 
Wilhelm, J. (2007).  Asking the guiding question: Reframing existing curriculum into inquiry 

units.  In Engaging readers and writers with inquiry: Promoting deep understandings in 
language arts and the content areas (pp. 41-74).  New York: Scholastic. 

 
Wilhelm, J. (2008).  Moving toward a reader-centered classroom.  In “You gotta BE the 

book”: Teaching  engaged and reflective reading with adolescents (pp. 22-37).  New 
York: Teachers College.  

 
 
 
Additional Resources 

Academic journals – The following journals provide valuable information about literacy 
instruction.    Most of them can be found electronically using the UTEP Library website: 
 

Reading Research Quarterly 
Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy 
The Reading Teacher 
Language Arts 
Anthropology and Education Quarterly 

 
Websites – These websites are sources of additional information for content area literacy: 

International Reading Association   www.reading.org 
Reading Online       www.readingonline.org  
National Council for Teachers of English   www.ncte.org 
Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts www.tctela.org  
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics   www.nctm.org 
Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics  www.utdanacenter.org/tctm  
National Council for the Social Studies   www.ncss.org  
Texas Council for the Social Studies     www.txcss.org  
National Science Teachers Association   www.nsta.org 
Science Teachers Association of Texas    www.statweb.org  

 
 

http://www.reading.org/
http://www.readingonline.org/
http://www.ncte.org/
https://www.tctela.org/
http://www.nctm.org/
http://www.utdanacenter.org/tctm
http://www.ncss.org/
http://www.txcss.org/
http://www.nsta.org/
http://www.statweb.org/


5 
 

General Criteria 
To be eligible for a course grade, you must complete ALL of the assignments. 

Criteria for Discussions: 
1. Maintain contact with peers and professor 
2. Engage in interactive responses that are well thought out and appropriate for each 

topic that is discussed. Respond to question and to at least one other peer. 
3. Keep up with the timelines for discussions. 

 
Criteria for Written Responses: 

1. Write in an organized, clear, and concise manner and demonstrate depth of thought 
through analysis and synthesis of the information. 

2. Demonstrate appropriate research skills, where applicable, that include: 
a. correct form for citations 
b. providing references as directed in the modules 
c. limiting responses taken verbatim from resources to those that are correctly 

cited.  (Note: Any work that is used as your own without attributing to 
author constitutes plagiarism and is subject to sanctions by the university.) 

3. Submit written responses within the parameters of the posted deadlines. 
4. Prepare written assignments according to the directions posted for each module.  

 
Course Policies: 

 Students will complete all assignments by the due date posted. Late assignments will be 
assigned reduced points. Assignments that are labeled “missing” by the Blackboard 
system will not be accepted without the instructor's prior written approval.  

 All discussion areas/written assignment links will be closed permanently after 
assignment deadlines, and any further entries will be ignored and will NOT count 
towards your grade.  

 Maintain copies of all work submitted.  
 If by the end of the first month of the semester, a student has not submitted any work, 

the student will be dropped from this course.  
 The Instructor will be available through the blackboard email link. 

 
Class Participation: 

It is recommended that you check your UTEP Blackboard course and discussion area at 
least three times a week at minimum to keep up.   
 

E-mail Policy: 
The instructor will answer e-mails Monday through Friday within 48 hours of receiving 
them. 

 
Technical Requirements (Hardware/Software): 

Please review both the Getting Started and the Technical Requirements links on the left side 
navigation within the course. Students who are not familiar with the online format for the 
Blackboard program may obtain assistance from the ATLAS Lab located in the UGLC 
building, room 202: 
(http://academics.utep.edu/Default.aspx?alias=academics.utep.edu/atlas) 
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Time Management: 
The rule of thumb for time planning for a course is approximately three (3) hours for every 
credit hour taken.  This is a standard figure recommended across the board by American 
universities.  For a 3 credit course, course you should expect to spend: 
 

3 hours of class time + 9 hours of study and prep time = 12 hours per week. 

Copyright Notice: 
Many of the materials that are posted within this course are protected by copyright law.  
These materials are only for the use of students enrolled in this course and only for the 
purpose of this course.  They may not be further retained or disseminated. 

 
The University of Texas at El Paso Policies: 
 

Accommodations through Disabled Student Services (DSS): 
“Students having problems with testing, studying or learning, 
including those students with handicapping conditions, such as 
learning disabilities, vision or hearing impairments, or physical 
disabilities, must see the instructor by the end of the third week 
of class if accommodations are requested.” 

If you feel that you may have a disability requiring 
accommodations and/or modifications, contact DSSO at 915-
747-5148 or email: dss@utep.edu.  You also can visit the 
DSSO website at www.utep.edu/dsso or the DSSO office in 
Room 108 East Union Building. 

Academic Dishonesty Statements: 

The University of Texas at El Paso prides itself on its standards of academic excellence.  In all 
matters of intellectual pursuit, UTEP faculty and students must strive to achieve based on the 
quality of work produced by the individual.  In the classroom and in all other academic 
activities, students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity.  Any 
form of scholastic dishonesty is an affront to the pursuit of knowledge and jeopardizes the 
quality of the degree awarded to all the graduates of UTEP.  It is imperative, therefore, that all 
faculty insist on adherence to these standards. 

 
“Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of 
Operating Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. 
Cheating may involve copying from or providing information to another student, possessing 
unauthorized materials during a test, or falsifying research data on laboratory reports. 
Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or knowingly represents the words or ideas 
of another person's as ones' own. And, collusion involves collaborating with another person 
to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a 
UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Violations will be taken seriously 
and will be referred to the Dean of Students Office for possible disciplinary action. Students 
may be suspended or expelled from UTEP for such actions.” 
 

mailto:dss@utep.edu
http://www.utep.edu/dsso/
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Proven violations of the detailed regulations, as printed in the Handbook of 
Operating Procedures (HOP), and available in the Office of the Dean of 
Students, and the homepage of The Dean of Students (DOS) at 
http://studentaffairs.utep.edu/dos, may result in sanctions ranging from disciplinary 
probation, to failing grade on the work in question, to a failing grade in the 
course, to suspension or dismissal, among others. 
 
Also, the following is a website that gives a brief overview of how to accurately cite sources: 
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/citex.html 

 
Course Schedule Changes:  

As course instructor, I reserve the right to adjust the course syllabus or change assignments 
as needed.  I will be sure to give you plenty of notice prior to any changes. Remember that 
our course syllabus and class schedule are living documents and can change! 

 
Topics, Discussions, Assignments and Points for RED 5340 

4-8, English Language Arts/Reading Standards: IV, V, VI, VIII 

8-12, English Language Arts/Reading Standards: I, II, III, IV, V, VI 
PLEASE READ NOTE IN RED UNDER MODULE 01: Contexts of Literacy Instruction…. 

 

 
Module 01: Contexts of Literacy Instruction in a Technological Age (TEKS, b 1-30) 

                NOTE: Some of the directives for assignments that are embedded in the Course Material do not apply to 

this syllabus, which contains the revised assignments for this course. For additional clarification, contact the 

instructor of this course. 

 Chapters/Lesson Topics/SLOs 

 

 

Late turn is 48 hours after 

due date set for each 

week’s assignment. 

Discussions continue 

until the following 

Sunday of each week. 

See 

Calendar to 
submit 

assignment 

Points/discussions 

and written 

assignments 

 

 

 

Lesson 01: Introduction: Getting Started: A need for literacy in Today’s Schools 

Referred to as Problem 1 B in the Course Material modules (last page of 

Module 1, lesson 1) 

No written 

assignment 

 

Wk. 1 

Respond to 

discussion question  

 (5pts) 

 Textbook Chapter 1: Content Literacy and the Reading Process 

  Lesson 02: Content Area Literacy in a Changing World 

SLO: Develop an awareness of personal life experiences with reading and 

express these ideas in writing a brief anecdotal literacy autobiography 

 

 

 

Wk. 2 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts.) 

 
Write a literacy 

autobiography (10 pts) 

  

Textbook Chapter 3: Creating a Favorable Learning Environment 

Lesson 03:Contexts of Literacy Instruction in a Technological Age 

 

SLO: Develop an awareness of personal life experiences with reading and 

express these ideas in writing a brief anecdotal literacy autobiography 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 3 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts.) 

 

Reflection paper on 

how technology has 

affected you (10pts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 4:  Planning for Content Literacy 

Lesson 04: Values and Uses of Literature in the Secondary School Curriculum 

SLO: Analyze how the use of literature impacts students’ content area reading by 

examining elements of content literacy within the framework of a selected 

 

 

 

Wk. 4 

 

 

 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts.) 

http://studentaffairs.utep.edu/dos
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/citex.html
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 journal article related to that topic. 

Disregard the following assignment in the course materials: “When you are 

ready to take the exam for this module, click on Assessments on the left side 

navigation.” 

[There are no exams in this course] 

Write short essay that 

integrates chapter and 

journal article (10pts) 

 

 

Module 02: Strategies for Learning: Constructing Meaning and Studying Age (TEKS, b 1-30) 

 

 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 8: Increasing Vocabulary and Conceptual Growth 

Lesson 01:  A conceptual Approach to Developing Meaningful Vocabulary.  

SLO: Develop a strategy that affects vocabulary development 

 

 

 

Wk. 5 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts.) 

 

Complete graphic 

organizer (10pts.) 

 

 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 7: Reading to Learn 

Lesson 02: The Process of Contructing Meaning in Te SLO: Analyze how the 

process of constructing meaning in texts impacts students’ content area reading 

by examining those elements within the framework of a selected journal article 

related to that topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 6 

 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts.) 

Write short essay that 

integrates chapter and 

journal article (10pts) 

 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 6: Preparing to Read-Lesson 03 

Lesson 03: Strategies for Constructing Meaning in Texts 

SLO: Engage in book talk with others to expand knowledge about the impact of 

using trade books to supplement textbooks in content area 

teaching. 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 7 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts.) 

Engage in book talk 

related to trade books 

(10pts) 

 

Module 03: Applying Literacy Instruction in the Content Areas Age (TEKS, b 1-30) 

 

 Spring Break                            March 9-13 Wk 8  

 Textbook Chapter 10: Writing Across the Curriculum 

Lesson 01: Writing in the Content Areas 

SLO: Engage in a writing activity that demonstrates the ability to conduct 

research on a selected topic, analyze the ideas, and synthesize the information 

into a brief formal writing form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 9 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

Work on Micro-

Paper and submit 

only this statement: 

“I worked on items 

1, 2, 3” (5pts) 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 9: Reflecting on Reading 

Lesson 02: Teaching for Understanding in Content Areas 

 

SLO: Engage in a reading response activity that demonstrates the idea of 

reading for a purpose. 

 

 

 

Wk. 10 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

Engage in reader 

response activity 

(10pts) 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 11: Study and Study Strategies 

Lesson 02: Teaching Study Skills for Content Area Classes 

SLO: Analyze how teaching study skills impacts students’ content area reading 

by examining those elements within the framework of a selected journal article 

related to that topic. 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 11 

 

Respond to discussion 

question (5pts) 
Write short essay that 

integrates chapter and 
journal article (10pts) 
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Module 04: Instruction and Assessment of All Learners Age (TEKS, b 1-30) 

 

 

 
Lesson Introduction 

Topic: 

Advantages and disadvantages of Multiple Choice Exams 

Note: DISREGARD THE DIRECTIVE IN THIS MODULE ABOUT TERM PAPER. 
Instead you are working on your MICROPAPERS 

 

 

 

Wk. 12 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

Create a lesson using 

KWL chart (10pts) 

 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 2: Language, Diversity, and Culture 

Lesson 01: Content Literacy for Diverse Students 

 

 

SLO: Engage in a writing activity that demonstrates the ability to conduct 

research on a selected topic, analyze the ideas, and synthesize the information 

into a brief formal writing form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 13 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

 

 

Submit first draft of 

Micro-Paper with 

peer review 

comments (15pts) 

 

 

Textbook Chapter 5: Assessment of Students and Textbooks 

Lesson 02: Classroom Literacy Assessment 

SLO: Analyze how classroom literacy assessment impacts students’ content 

area reading by examining those elements within the framework of a selected 

journal article related to that topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 14 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

Write short essay that 

integrates chapter and 

journal article (10pts) 

 Textbook Chapter 12: Developing Lifetime Readers 

SLO: Analyze how developing as lifetime readers impacts students’ content 

area reading by examining those elements within the framework of a selected 

journal article related to that topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 15 

 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

Write short essay that 

integrates chapter and 

journal article (10pts) 

 

 

 

Additional topic:  Integrating music lyrics as a motivational technique for 

content reading. 

SLO: Engage in an activity that demonstrates how to affect student learning 

through motivational activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wk. 16 

Respond to 

discussion question 

(5pts) 

Summarize theme of 

favorite song (10pts) 

 

                        Finals Week…Submit final draft of Micro-paper                   Week 17 

 

                     Final Draft (35pts) 
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RED 5342         GRADING SUMMARY                     

Assignment Points 

Syllabus Quiz (Extra credit-1pt.)  

Discussions (15x5pts.)   75 

Written Assignments (12x10pts.)                                120 

Statement 

First Draft of Micro-paper 

Final Draft of Micro-paper                        

   5 

15 

35 

Total 250 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Assessment Rubric for Discussion Board 
(Total=5 points for discussions in each module=75 pts.) 

Criteria 
Excellent Average 

Needs 
Improvement 

Response to question 
 

3 pts 

Responds 
accurately to the 
question(s) that 
are posed 
 
 

 

Responses are 
mostly accurate to 
the question(s) 
that are posed 
 
 

 

No Response or does 
not accurately 
respond to the 
question(s) that are 
posed. 
 

 

Response to at least 
one other peer 

 
2pts. 

Response is well 
thought out and 
well-articulated 
 
 

 

Response is not 
well thought out 
or not well 
articulated 
 

 

Response is not well 
thought out and not 
well articulated 
 
 

 

 
Assessment Rubric for Written Assignments 
 (Total: 10 points for each topic) 

Note: You must complete all of the assignments for this class. Missing assignments/assessments affect the 

overall final grade. 

  

Point Scale:          250-225  224-200  199-175                   174-150                       149 and below 

Percentages:       100-90% (A)  89-80% (B) 79-70% (C)    69-60% (D)                 59% and below (F) 
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Topic 
 
(Listed by the week each 
topic is presented.) 
 
10 pts. 

Excellent 
 
 
Followed directions and 
has the required 
number of pages. 
Writing is clear and well 
thought out. 
 

Average 
 
Mostly followed 
directions and/or 
does not have the 
required number of 
pages.  
Writing is mostly 
clear, concise, and 
well-articulated. 

Needs 
Improvement 
 
 
Neither followed 
directions nor has 
the required number 
of pages.  
Writing is not clear, 
concise and/or is not 
well-articulated. 
 
 

2. Literary Analysis    

3. Reflection paper    

4.Text and journal integration    

5. Graphic Organizers    

6. Text and journal 
integration 

   

7. Book Talk    

8. Statement Followed directions //////////////////// ////////////// 

9. Reading for a purpose    

10. Text and journal 
integration 

   

11. Lesson Plan    

12. First draft Micro-paper 

Individual feedback will be 
provided 

/////////////////////// ///////////////////////// ///////////////////// 

13. Text and journal 
integration 

    

14. Text and journal 
integration 

    

15. Summarize favorite song     

 
 
Final Draft of Micro-paper-revised, Spring 2013 
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(Total: possible 35 pts.) 

Criteria/Points Excellent Average Needs Improvement 

Organization 

and 

 Articulation 

 

10 pts. 

Essay is well organized. 

 

Writing is clear, concise, 

and well- articulated. 

 

 

 

Essay has limited 

organization. 

 

Writing is somewhat 

clear and concise, but 

articulation needs 

improvement. 

 

Essay is not well organized. 

 

Writing is not clear, concise or 

well- articulated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraphs 

 

10 pts. 

 

 

 

 

Paragraphs are well 

developed throughout 

entire essay and contain 

information related to the 

topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraphs are 

somewhat developed, 

but has minimal 

information related to 

the topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paragraphs are not well 

developed and lack information 

related to the topic. 

 

 

 

 

First Paragraph 

And  

Thesis Statement  

 

 

5 pts 

First paragraph is well 

written. 

 

Includes an underlined 

thesis statement as the last 

sentence, which is no 

more than 10 words long, 

and clearly represents the 

theme of the paper. 

 

First paragraph needs 

improvement.  

 

Includes an underlined 

thesis statement that 

needs improvement. 

 

 

 

 

First paragraph is not well 

written.  

 

Does not contain an underlined 

thesis statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention to feedback 

 

 

5pts. 

Finals draft includes 

changes suggested from 

peers and instructor. 

 

Final draft includes 

only some changes 

from peers and 

instructor. 

 

Final draft does not include 

changes from peers or 

instructor. 

 

 

 

 

Journal Sources 

 

 

APA 

 

 

5 pts 

 

 

Includes at least 3 or more 

journal sources. 

 

 

Includes correct APA 

formatting, citation and 

referencing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Includes journal 

sources, but less than 

three. 

 

Includes APA 

formatting, citation and 

referencing with some 

errors. 

 

 

 

 

Does not include journal 

sources. 

 

 

APA formatting is either 

lacking or incorrect. 

 

 

 

 

 
TEKS for English Language Arts and Reading (grades 2-8--TEKS 110.13; 110.14; 110.15; 

110.16;110.18; 110.19; 110.20  http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html
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APPROVED NEW EDUCATOR STANDARDS: 
http://www.sbec.state.tx.us/SBECOnline/standtest/edstancertfieldlevl.asp  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING 
(GRADES 4–8) STANDARDS 
 Standard I. Oral Language: Teachers of students in grades 4–8 understand the importance of oral 

language, know the developmental processes of oral language, and provide a variety of instructional 
opportunities for students to develop listening and speaking skills.  

 Standard II. Foundations of Reading: Teachers of students in grades 4–8 understand the foundations of 
reading and early literacy development.  

 Standard III. Word Analysis Skills and Reading Fluency: Teachers understand the importance of word 
analysis skills (including decoding, blending, structural analysis, sight word vocabulary) and reading 
fluency and provide many opportunities for students to practice and improve their word analysis skills 
and reading fluency.  

 Standard IV. Reading Comprehension: Teachers understand the importance of reading for 
understanding, know the components of comprehension, and teach students strategies for improving 
their comprehension.  

 Standard V. Written Language: Teachers understand that writing is a developmental process and 
provide instruction that helps students develop competence in written communication.  

 Standard VI. Study and Inquiry Skills: Teachers understand the importance of study and inquiry skills as 
tools for learning and promote students’ development in applying study and inquiry skills.  

 Standard VII. Viewing and Representing: Teachers understand how to interpret, analyze, evaluate, and 
produce visual images and messages in various media and to provide students with opportunities to 
develop skills in this area.  

 Standard VIII. Assessment of Developing Literacy: Teachers understand the basic principles of 
assessment and use a variety of literacy assessment practices to plan and implement instruction.  

 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING 

(GRADES 8–12) STANDARDS 

 Standard I. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 know how to design and implement instruction that is appropriate 

for each student, that reflects knowledge of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), that integrates all 

components of the English language arts (i.e., writing, reading, listening/speaking, viewing/representing), and that is based 

on continuous assessment. 

 Standard II. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand the processes of reading and teach students to apply 

these processes. 

 Standard III. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand reading skills and strategies for various types of 

nonliterary texts and teach students to apply these skills and strategies to enhance their lifelong learning. 

 Standard IV. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand an extensive body of literature and literary genres 

and provide students with opportunities to read diverse types of literature and to view literature as a source for exploring and 

interpreting human experiences. 

 Standard V. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand that writing is a recursive, developmental, 

integrative, and ongoing process and provide students with opportunities to develop competence as writers. 

 Standard VI. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand how to write effectively for various audiences and 

purposes and provide students with opportunities to write in a variety of forms and contexts. 

 Standard VII. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand the structure and development of the English 

language and provide students with opportunities to develop related knowledge and skills in meaningful contexts. 

 Standard VIII. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand oral communication and provide students with 

opportunities to develop listening and speaking skills. 

 Standard IX. English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand how to interpret, analyze, and produce visual 

images and messages in various media and provide students with opportunities to develop skills in this area. 

 

http://www.sbec.state.tx.us/SBECOnline/standtest/edstancertfieldlevl.asp

